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The religious organizations of our country, together with the government, can do much to avoid 

a spiritual decline and spreading of pessimistic feelings in society. We should work together to 

put a stop to all displays of extremism, including acts and propaganda of extremism. We should 

include youth in intercultural dialogues, in cooperating together, and bring them up in a spirit of 

tolerance. At the same time, we must help them remember Russian patriotism, which is upheld 

by interethnic consent in maintaining unity in our multi-confessional society. Practically all of 

our cooperative efforts depend on this.  

 

 

From the Speech of Russian President D. A. Medvedev, 

 

12 March, 2009 

 

Conference Program  
 

 

2 August (Sunday)  
 

12.00 - Arrival and accommodations for conference participants at Azimut Hotel 

 (Lermontovskii Prospect, 43/1), Business hotel (Bumazhnaya, 4), and Christian 

 University Hotel (Narvsky Prospect, 13/B) 

20.00-22.00 – Dinner (Christian University Hotel) 

 

3 August (Monday) 
 

8.30 -9.30 – Breakfast (According to hotel location) 

9.30 – Departure of participants from Azimut Hotel to the University  

 

9.30-19.20 

 

Opening of the Conference 

First Plenary Session 

Round Table 

Presentation 

Of New Theological and Human Rights Publications  

Spiritual Music Concert  

 

Saint Petersburg Christian University  

(Narvsky Prospect, 13/b, Auditorium) 

 

9.30-10.00 – Participant Registration 

10.00 – 10.30 – Conference Opening, welcome 

 

First Plenary Session 

10.30-12.30  



Legislative Maintenance, Conditions, and Problems  

 

Moderators:  

 Negrov, Aleksandr Ivanovich 

 Odintsov, Mikhail Ivanovich 

Reports: 

 Lopatkin, Remir Aleksandrovish – General Evaluation of the Religious Atmosphere  

      in Russia  

 Sebentsov, Andrey Evgenevich – Conditions and Perspectives of perfecting Russian  

      legislation on freedom of conscience  

 Sipko, Yuri Kirillovich – Problems in implementing rights to freedom of conscience in  

     daily activities of religious organizations  

 Miroshnikova, Elena Mikhailovna – Modern calls for freedom of worship 

 

Question and Answer  

12.30-13.30 – Lunch  

  

13.40-16.00 

Round Tables  

Religious Organizations in Saint Petersburg: 

Service, Dialogue, Cooperation, Mutual Respect  

 

Moderators  

 Sharov, Vladimir Georgevich 

 Ivanov, Vladimir Georgevich 

 

Speakers: Representatives of religious societies, government bodies, local authorities, and 

experts 

 

16.10-16.40 – Coffee break 

 

16.40-18.18 

Presentation of New Theological and Human Rights Publications  

 

Moderator:  

 Smirnov, Mikhail Yurevich 

 

18.20-19.20 – Spiritual Music Concert (Auditorium) 

19.20-20.30  - Dinner (for foreign guests and visiting citizens of the Russian Federation) 

 

4 August (Tuesday) 
 

8.30-9.30 – Breakfast (according to location) 

9.30- Departure of participants from the Azimut Hotel to the University  

 

10.00 -15.00 



Plenary Session 

Breakout Sessions 

 

10.00-12.30 

Second Plenary Session (Auditorium) 

International Legislation of Freedom of Conscience, Maintenance, Problems, Execution 

 

Moderators: 

 Simkin, Lev Simyonovich 

 Kiridon, Allya Nikolaevna 

 

Reports:  

 West, Renata – Freedom of Conscience and jurisprudence of the European Court of  

   Human Rights  

 Sabra, George – Freedom of Conscience in Eastern Europe  

 

 Durham, Cole – Problems Arising in Connection with Places of Worship 

 

 Moravchikova, Mikhaila -  Contractual attitudes between church and state  

 

 Krilova, Galina Anatolevna – Eastern Court of Human Rights and Problems in Russian  

     Legislation Pertaining to Freedom of Conscience   

 

Question and Answer  

 

12.30-13.00 – Coffee Break  

 

Breakout Sessions 

13.00-15.00 

 

First Session (Auditorium) 

Modern Calls for Religious Freedom in Post Soviet States  

(Ukraine, Belarus) 

 

Moderator: 

 Ryakovsky, Vladimir Vasilievich 

 

 Volodina, Nina Vitalevna 

 

Speakers: 

 Bulatov, Aider Ametovich – Rebirth of Islam in Crimea: present problems, perspectives  

 

 Kiridom, Allya Nikolaevna – Interorthodox dialogue in Ukraine: conditions, problems,  

     perspectives  

 



 Kruglova, Galina Anatolevna – Modern Religious atmosphere in the Republic of  

      Belarus  

 

 Starostenko, Viktor Vladimirovich – Religion and rights in Belarus: pressing questions 

      of religious and political interaction 

 

 Dyachenko, Oleg Viktorovich – Phenomenons of New Religious movements and  

    Government-Confessional Relations in Modern Belarus  

 

Question and Answer  

 

Second Session  

Divinity and Social Activity of Churches  

 

Moderators: 

 Kravchenko, Konstantin Olegovich 

 

 Erofeev, Konstantin Borisovich  

 

Speakers: 

 Dorskaya, Aleksandra Alekseevna- International legal standards on implementing  

     freedom of conscience in educational establishments  

 

 Snisarenko, Yuri Alekseevich – Problems in legal regulations of state theological  

     reviews  

 

 Sobolevskaya, Elena Anatolevna -  Pressing problems in the application of Russian  

     legislations regulating property status and economic  

     activities of religious associations  

 

 Suchkov, Dmitri Andreevich – Problems of diffusing religious organization’s goals and 

     the path to solving them  

 

 Tsivyan, Lenoid Abramovich – International and intergovernmental acts on freedom of  

     conscience in practice and implementation in Russia, Israel, 

     and the US, with examples of orthodox, conservative and  

     reformist movements in Judaism  

 

15.10-16.10 – Lunch 

 

16.20-21.00 – Bus excursion with a visit to the Seventh Day Adventist’s church 

 

 

5 August (Wednesday) 
 

8.30-9.30 – Breakfast  



9.30 – Departure of guests from Azimut Hotel to the University  

 

10.00-16.00 

 

Plenary Session 

Round Table 

Breakout Sessions 

Closing Remarks 

Press Conference  

 

10.00-12.30  

Third Plenary Session  

Modern Calls for Religious Freedom in Russia  

 

Moderators: 

 Zaluzhny, Aleksandr Gavrilovich 

 

 DeCastro, Nina Michailovna  

 

Reports: 

 Sibiryova, Olga Aleksandrovna – Problems in Realizing Freedom of Conscience in  

      Russia  

 

 Pchelintsev, Anatoly Vasilievich – Private Person’s Right to Establish Religious   

      Organizations  

 

 Erofeev, Konstantin Borisevich – Strengthening Control over Religious Activities by  

      the State: A Sight from Within 

 

 Ryakovsky, Vladimir Vasilievich – Pressing Problems in Application of Freedom of  

      Conscience and Religious Activities  

 

 Zagrebina, Nina Vladimirovna – Problems in Religious Intolerance and Falsification of 

      Religious Life in Russian Mass-Media  

 

Question and Answer  

 

12.30-13.00 – Coffee Break 

 

13.00-14.45 

Round Table 

Religious Atmosphere in Areas of the Russian Federation  

 

Moderators: 

 Sebentsov, Andrey Evegenevich 

 



 Egorov, Vladimir Aleksandrovich 

 

Speakers: Representatives governing bodies of the Russian Federation, experts  

 

13.00-14.45 

Breakout Session 

Science, Culture, and Religion: 

Dialogue, Opposition, Cooperation  

 

Moderators: 

 Smagin, Nikolai Stephanovich 

 

 Kravchenko, Konstantin Olegovich 

 

Speakers: Representatives of religious human rights, science, educational organizations, experts 

14.50-15.10 

Closing Remarks  

 

Moderators: 

 Negrov, Aleksandr Ivanovich 

 

 Odintsov, Michail Ivanovich 

 

15.10-16.00 

Press Conference  

 

16.00-17.00- Lunch 

17.00-19.00 – Visiting religious organizations in Saint Petersburg 

20.00-21.00 - Dinner  

 

  

6 August (Thursday) 
 

8.00-9.00 – Breakfast  

9.20 – Visiting religious organizations in St. Petersburg and Leningrad area 

 

7 August (Friday) 
 

 

8.00-9.00 – Breakfast 

9.00 – Free Time 

15.00 – Lunch  

 

 

 

 



Guidelines for the Working Seminar  

Reports – 15-20 minutes 

Presentations in discussions – 5-7 minutes  

 

Respected Conference Participants: 

Information about proceedings, reports, and presentation of participants will be placed on the site 

of the Russian Social Organization “Association of Researchers of Religion” (www.rusoir.ru), 

and will be subsequently published in one of the association’s anthologies. Please send an 

electronic version of your materials to: dept33@ropnet.ru or rusoir@mail.ru  

 

 

 

 

 

 

List of Participants  

 

 

 

1. Georgi Viktorovich Aistov (Shripad Bhakti Bimal Avadhut Maharadzh) – Head, 

Russian branch of the Mission – Shri Chaitanya Sarasvat Math and branches in CIS 

countries 

2. Natalia Alexandrovna Alekseeva – Representative, Church of Scientology, Moscow 

3. Vladimir Borisovich Andreev  - Head, Congregation of the Church of the Last 

Covenant (St. Petersburg) 

4. Oleg Nikolaevich Arefeev – Pastor, Christian Church, Seventh-day Adventists (St. 

Petersburg) 

5. Svetlana Mikhailovna Astapova – Head consultant for the Religious Affairs 

Department of the Krasnodar Religion (Krasnodar) 

6. Valery Mikhailovich Akhunov – Director of the Tours Bureau of the Russian State 

Museum; PhD in Art Criticism; PhD in Economics (St. Petersburg) 

7. Buda Balzhievich Badmaev – Prior, Buddhist temple “Datsan Gunzechonej” (St. 

Petersburg) 

8. Tatyana Vasilievna Barkovskaya – Senior professor, department of philosophy and 

social-humanitarian disciplines of the Ivanovo Architecture University, candidate of 

philosophical sciences  

9. Elena Viktorovna Bespalova – Correspondent, St. Petersburg Choral Synagogue site  

10. Mikhail Mikhailovich Bogoslovsky – Professor, Interregional Institute of Economics 

and Law; PhD in Biology (St. Petersburg) 

11. Aider Bulatov – Representative of the Crimean Research Center for the Study of Islam 

(Simferopol) 

12. Oksana Basilevna Bystrova – Senior Research Fellow, Crimean Research Center for the 

Study of Islam (Simferopol) 

13. Alexander Markovich Verkhovsky – Director, SOVA Center for Information and 

Analysis  

http://www.rusoir.ru/
mailto:dept33@ropnet.ru
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14. Dmitri Anatatolevich Vladimirov – Chief, Department on non-profit affairs for 

management of the Ministry of Justice of the Russian Federation, Primorye Territory 

(Vladivostok) 

15. Nina Vitalevna Volodina – Professor, Moscow University of the Russian Ministry of the 

Interior, PhD in Philosophy (Moscow) 

16. Alexei Viktorovich Gaidukov – Senior instructor of the Religious Studies department of 

the Russian State Pedagogical University, PhD in philosophy (St. Petersburg) 

17. Genadi Chunin – Priest, Old Believers, Orthodox Church (St. Petersburg) 

18. Yuri Veniaminovich Geraskin – Docent, History department of Ryazan State 

University, PhD in History (Ryazan) 

19. Oleg Yurevich Goncharov – Director, Division of Public Relations, West Russian 

Union of Christian Seventh-day Adventists Church 

20. Nikolai Semenovich Gordienko – Professor, Herzen State Pedagogical University of 

Russia, PhD in Philosophy (St. Petersburg) 

21. Vladimir Gavrilovich Danilov – Head, Religious Community of the New Apostle’s 

Church (St. Petersburg) 

22. Marina Ivanovna Danilova – Director, Philosophy Department, Kuban State Agrarian 

University, PhD in history, Professor, (Krasnodar) 

23. Nina Mikhailovna De Castro – Representative, Church of Scientology of the 

Commonwealth of Independent States 

24. Aleksadra Alekseevna Dorskaya – Director, International Law, St. Petersburg 

Pedagogical University of A.I. Gertsena, Doctor of Jursiprudence  

25. Svetlana Mikhailovna Dudarenok – Professor, Department of Cultural Studies of the 

Far Eastern State University, PhD in history (Vladivostok) 

26. Cole Durham – Director, Center of Studies on Rights and Religions (USA) 

27. Oleg Viktorovich Dyachenko – Docent, Department of Philosophy, Kuleshov Mogilev 

State University, PhD in Philosophy  

28. Vladimir Aleksandrovich Egorov- Director of Public Relations, The Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints in St. Petersburg 

29. Constantine Borisovich Erofeev – Attorney, Chamber of Law of St. Petersburg, 

candidate of technical science 

30. Ludmila Gennadevna Zhukova – Deputy head of the Center for Religious Study, 

Russia State Humanitarian University, Candidate of Cultural Science (Moscow) 

31. Inna Vladimirovna Zagrebina – Scientific employee, Institute of Religion and Rights 

(Moscow) 

32. Evgeni Vladimirovich Zaitsev – Head of the Zaoksky Chrisitan Humanities and 

Economies Institute (ZCHI), PhD in Philosophy, Doctor of Divinity 

33. Alexander Gavrilovich Zaluzhny – Professor, Department of National Security, 

Russian Academy for State Service under the direction of the President of Russia, J.D. 

(Moscow) 

34. Svetlana Gennadievna Zubanova – Director, Department of Theology, Russian State 

Social University, Doctor of historical sciences, Professor (Moscow) 

35. Vladimir Georgievich Ivanov – Head specialist, St. Petersburg Governor’s Office of 

Relations with Religious Associations, PhD in Philosophy  

36. Natalya Yerievna Ivanova – Senior lecturer, Department of International Law, Russian 

State Pedagogical University of A.I. Herzen, Candidate of jurisprudence  



37. Sergei Igorovich Illinsky – Deputy Superintendent, Office of Cooperation with Non-

Commercial Organizations, Department of Internal Affairs of the President and 

Government of the Udmurtia Republic, PhD in history 

38. Vladislav Nikolaevich Kanunnikov – Senior lecturer, Department of higher 

mathematics, St. Petersburg State University on Communication, candidate of technical 

sciences 

39. Alla Nikolaevna Kiridon – Doctor of historical sciences, Professor (Ukraine) 

40. Constantine Olegovich Kravchenko – First Pro-rector, St. Petersburg Christian 

University, candidate of physical and mathematical sciences 

41. Galina Anatolevna Kruglova – Senior lecturer, Department of political science, Belarus 

State University, doctor of philosophy (Minsk) 

42. Galina Anatolevna Krylova – Attorney, candidate of historical sciences (Moscow) 

43. Arye Matveevich Kugapy – Bishop, Church of Ingrii (St. Petersburg) 

44. Aleksandr Ivanovich Kudryavtsev – Radio Correspondent, Lutheran edition of Church 

of Ingrii (St. Petersburg) 

45. Viktor Anatolevic Livstov – Director, Department of Tourism, Orlov State University, 

PhD in history, Professor  

46. Aleksandr Germanovich Login – Pastor, Church of Christian Evangelical Believers (St. 

Petersburg) 

47. Remir Alexandrovich Lopatkin – Professor, Department of Church-State Relations, 

Russian Academy for State Service under the direction of the President of Russia, PhD in 

philosophy  

48. Sin Pol Lusli – Scientific employee, Institute of Religion and Rights (USA) 

49. Yuri Ivanovich Maksimov – Representative, Church of Scientology of the 

Commonwealth of Independent States 

50. Irina Ivanova Maslova – Deputy Directory for Research, International Independent 

University of Ecology and Political Science (Penza Branch), PhD in history, Professor 

51. Oleg Orestovich Mironov – Professor, Russia State Social Sciences University, Doctor 

of Juridical Sciences (JD) 

52. Elena Mikhailovna Miroshnikova – Professor, Department of Applied Ethics, 

Religious Studies and Theology, Tula State Tolstoi Pedagogical University, PhD in 

philosophy (Tula) 

53. Viktor Evgenevich Mikhailov – Principal Adviser, Department of Public Relations, 

Plenipotentiary of the President of the Russian Federation in the northwest federal district 

(St. Petersburg) 

54. Igor Pavlovich Mikhailov – Human Rights Representative, St. Petersburg 

55. Mikaella Moravchikova – Director, Institute of Church-State Relations (Slovakia) 

56. Aleksandr Ivanovich Negrov – Rector, St. Petersburg Christian University, Doctor of 

Divinity 

57. Vadim Nikolaevich Nomokonov – Representative on Public Relations, Bahaii 

Community, Candidate of technical sciences (St. Petersburg) 

58. Mikhail Ivanovich Odintsov – Superintendent, Office for Defense of Freedom of Belief 

of the Russian Administration Ombudsman for Human Rights, PhD in history, Professor 

59. Nadezhda Hadzhimerzanovna Orlova – Professor, Department of Philosophy and 

Cultural Studies, St. Petersburg State University, PhD in philosophy 



60. Ravil Dzhafyarovich Pancheev – First Assistant to Mufti, Spiritual management of 

Muslims in St. Petersburg Northwest Region of Russia 

61. Francesca Perez – Professor of Rights, Barcelona University (Spain) 

62. Anatoly Ivanovich Perelygin – PhD candidate in history (Orel) 

63. Genadi Nikolaeevich Podvodov – St. Petersburg Mission President, Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints 

64. Dmitiri Vyacheslavovich Polyakov – Pastor, Christian Union Church 

65. Anna Polyakova – Pastor, Christian Union Church 

66. Alexandra Ivanovna Pospelova – Professor, Northern International University, 

Representative of the Governor’s commission on religious organizations, Magadan 

region, PhD in philosophy, Professor  

67. Natalya Vladimirovna Potapova – Deputy Director, Institute of History, Sociology and 

Management, Sakhalin State University, candidate of historical sciences (Yuzhno-

Sakhalin 

68. Alexsander Michailovich Prilutshki – Main secretary, Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Ingrii, Russia 

69. Anatoly Vasilevich Pchelintsev – Co-Chairman, Slavic Center for Law and Justice, 

Attorney, Member of the Expert Council Committee of the Russian Duma for Non-

Commercial Organizations and Religious Organizations, J.D (Moscow) 

70. Igor Ivanovich Rogozin – Director, Department of History, St. Petersburg Institue for 

Trade and Economics, PhD in history, Professor 

71. Vladimir Vasilevich Ryakhovsky – Co-chairman, Slavic Center for Law and Justice, 

Attorney, Member of the Expert Council Committee of the Russian Duma for Non-

Commercial Organizations and Religious Organizations, J.D. (Moscow) 

72. George Sabri – Professor, Near Eastern School of Technology (Lebanon) 

73. Yuri Tikhonovich Sadchenkov – Superintendent, Volgograd Regional Administrative 

Office (Volgograd) 

74. Svyatoslav Yurievich Sadchenkov – Graduate student, Volgograd State University 

75. Andrei Evgenevich Sebentsov – Superintendent, Office for Cooperation with Non-

Commercial and Religious Organizations for the Russian Department of Media, Culture, 

and Education (Moscow) 

76. Olga Alexandrovna Sibiryova – Fellow, SOVA Center for Information and Analysis 

(Moscow) 

77. Yaroslav Pavlovioch Sivolvski – Department heard of Public Relations, Administrative 

Center for Jehovah’s Witness in Russia 

78. Lev Semenovich Simkin – Professor, Law Academey, J.D. (Moscow) 

79. Yuri Kirrilovich Sipko – Chairman, Russian Union of Evangelical Christians-Baptists, 

Vice President of the World Baptist Alliance  

80. Nikolai Stepanovich Smagin – Public Relations Representative, Christian Seventh-day 

Adventists Church 

81. Mikhail Yurievich Smirnov – Docent, Department of Religious Studies, St. Petersburg 

State University, PhD in philosophy 

82. Yuri Alekseevich Snisarenko – Pastor (St. Petersburg) 

83. Elena Anatolevna Sobolevskaya – Editor-in-Chief, Orthodox economic magazine 

“Arrival,” Candidate of technical science (Moscow) 



84. Viktor Vladimirovich Starostenko – Director, Department of Philosophy, Magilev 

State Kuleshova University, PhD in philosophy 

85. Aidar Sultantov – Attorney (Naberezhnye Chelny) 

86. Dmitri Andreevich Suchkov – Senior professor, Department of Management, St. 

Petersburg Agrarian University, General Director of publishing house “Tree of Life” 

87. Anastasia Gennadevna Terenteva – Representative of the religious group “Church of 

Scientology of the city of St. Petersburg” 

88. Renata West – Professor, Department of Cooperative Constitutional Law, Central 

European University (Hungary) 

89. Valery Borisovich Ustinenko – Assistant to the Vice-President of the State Duma of the 

Russian Federation for the Committee on Affairs of Public Unions and Religious 

Organizations  

90. Vladimir Dmitrievich Fevralyova – Advisor on Relations with Religious Organizations 

and National Policy, Kurgan Regional Government  

91. Lilia Anatolevna Fevralyova – Consultant, Committee on Public Relations and Media, 

Vladimir Regional Administration  

92. Oksana Petrovna Fedirko – Director, Department of Humanities, Blagoveshchenskogo 

Branch, Moscow Academy of Entrepreneurship under the direction of the Moscow 

Government, PhD in history 

93. Vladimir Fedorov – Archpriest, Director of Orthodox Institute- Mission and 

ekumenisma, Candidate of philosophical sciences   

94. Andrey Nikolaevich Filimonov – Associate Director, Department of External 

Communications for the Europe East Area, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

(Moscow) 

95. Nina Sergeevna Khristova – President, NGO “Mission: The World to You” 

96. Leonid Abramovich Tsukerman – Attorney, Adviser on affairs of the Russian-speaking 

community of Israel (Jerusalem) 

97. Yakov Nikolaevich Tsukerman – Attorney, Adviser on affairs with the Russian-

speaking community in Israel (Jerusalem) 

98. Nadezhda Ivanonva Shchemeleva – Representative of the religious group, “The Church 

of Scientology of St. Petersburg” 

99. Nikolai Vitalevich Shaburov – Head of the Center for Religious Studies, Russia State 

Humanities University, Professor, Candidate of cultural sciences (Moscow) 

100. Vladimir Viktorovich Shamarin – Instructor, St. Petersburg Old Believer’s 

Community of Pomoroskii Church 

101.  Vladimir Georgievich Sharov – Assistant Deputy, Leningrad Region Legislative 

Assembly, Chairman, Research Committee on the Study of Religion “Zhanie” 

organization of St. Petersburg and the Leningrad Region, PhD in history 

102.  Anna Alekseevna Shestova – Coordinator of social services of Christian churches (St. 

Petersburg) 

103.  Olga Konstantinovna Shimanskaya – Senior lecturer, Department of Cultural 

Sciencs, Nizhy Novgorod State Linguistic University of N.A. Dobralubov, Candidate of 

philosophical sciences  


